Hydroelectric Power

LCRA runs 6 dams-Buchanan, Inks, Wirtz, Starke, Mansfield, and Tom Miller. The dams form lakes that together store around 81 billion gallons of water. All owned by LCRA, except Tom Miller, which is operated by LCRA and leased from the City of Austin until December 2020. Buchanan Dam was the first dam in operation. In the 30’s, hydroelectric power generated by Buchanan Dam brought electricity to the Hill Country. The glow of electric lights and hum of electric appliances soon replaced dirty burning kerosene lamps and back breaking, hand-operated washing machines. Over time, natural gas and coal-fired power plants have provided most of LCRA’s power generation. The dams still play an important role in generating energy- particularly during extreme weather when demand spikes- because they can produce electricity in a quick manner. 

