Mental Disorders

Severe emotional disturbance or behavior disorders are defined as a condition exhibiting one or more of the following characteristics over a long period of time and to a marked degree, which adversely affects educational performance:

· An inability to learn which cannot be explained by intellectual, sensory or health factors;

· An inability to build or maintain satisfactory relationships with peers and teachers;

· Inappropriate types of behavior or feelings under normal circumstances;

· A general pervasive mood of unhappiness or depression; or

· A tendency to develop physical symptoms or fears associated with personal or school problems.1
For more information about possible causes of mental disorders, signs of mental disorders, and how to find reliable resources visit the National Mental Health Information Center website at www.mentalhealth.org/publications/allpubs/CA-0004/default.asp.






