No. 6 - The threat of the birth parent taking the child back

You agreed to take the child while the parents got their lives back in order. Now they are coming and demanding to have their child back, and you KNOW that they really haven’t changed anything at all. And since this arrangement is an informal one, there isn’t anybody to hold them accountable. You love the child and have been trying to help him, and you are afraid that whatever happened before will happen again, and the child will be hurt all over again. What can you offer the child and/or his parents to give the child a sense of security and love, or the parents a sense of support, encouragement, or a strong, yet kind, dose of reality?

Definition:
In Kinship Care Homes, there is a risk that the biological parent(s) will take their child back even if it isn’t the right thing to do.  This possibility might make you afraid.  You might not want to confront a birth parent because you are afraid they will “take their child” back into their home.

Tips for the Kinship Parent: 
· Remember that the child is the most important thing

· Try to have the move occur in stages

· Start with visits and go with the child to support him or her

· Keep contact with the child after he or she moves out 

· Talk about the change

· Let the child know that you are there for them no matter where they live

