The Preface To The Lyrical Ballads

1. The Preface to the Lyrical Ballads can be considered a manifesto of Wordsworth’s work
2. and explains well his idea of poetry and nature. Nature to Wordsworth was the expression
3. of the ideal in the real, his descriptions of natural landscapes draw inspiration from
4. everyday life and from personal experience. In his poems the poet starts writing about a
5. sensory experience made in a beloved, rustic setting and the people are in close contact
6. with nature; he uses a simple language but at the same time he describes what he sees

7. with its capacity of colouring of imagination and presents them in an unusual aspect.
8. Wordsworth sees all things through the eyes of memory, it is not original emotion but past
9. feelings contemplated and reorganized in tranquillity, the emotions are initially a copy of
10. those really felt, it is then that the poetic composition starts and through imagination the
11. sensory experience is recreated and presented as if it were new to the poet.
12. In “The Daffodils” and “ The Solitary Reaper” we can find these points, both of them
13. connected to the poet’s personal experience, the first describes a time when he saw a field

14. full of daffodils waving in the wind, comparing himself to a cloud. The flower are set in

15. a natural environment made up of land, air and water, all nature appears wonderfully alive
16. and happy. In fact the cloud floats on high, the stars shine and twinkle, the waves dance and

17. sparkle glee; the sight of the flower brings the poet delight but he doesn’t realize that at the

18. moment but only later when memory brings back the scene.
19. Instead in the other poem the poet sees a highland lass reaping and singing by herself in
20. the fields, she is singing a gloomy song, even though the author cannot understand it, he 
21. appreciates its tone, its musicality and the mood that it creates inside himself. The choice of
22. a completely natural landscape as the setting of the poem makes us understand the
23. importance nature had for the poet, the last two lines of the poem focus on the theme,
24. already used in “I wondered lonely as a cloud”, of memory and the beautiful effects they 
25. have on men.
26. To conclude in the same poem we understand the task of the poet, Wordsworth feels like

27. a moral teacher that purifies man’s emotions through the descriptions of such objects that 

28. strongly excite those feelings. 

