
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yeats's first period 
(   -1914) 

Irish myth 

Irish folklore Mystical element 

Dreamlike element 

Images 

from 

ancient spirit of Ireland 

Style 

delicate subtle 

Second period 
(1914-1920s) 

Psychological reality 

Politics 

Orthodox religion 

images 
simple 

concrete 

precise 

Ezra Pound's influence 

Third period 

poetry 

highly personal 

theories of 

anarchy 

violence 

tragedy 

human history 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 THEMES  

rebellion 

against 

passing of time decay 

body mind 

of 

nostalgia for 

the past 
frustrations 

sorrows 

defeats 

final annihilation 

death 

Solitude 
man 

in 

sufferance 

of 

great men 
heroes 

superior 

to 

common people 

Ireland 

traditions 

folklore 

Vision of life 

present historical events 

myths 

Old Age 

pessimistic 

consolation 
art beauty 

immortal immutable 
rich 

man's life 

 in contrast with 

decay 

Yeats's poetry 

transience 

half rhymes in rhymes 

refrains 

choice of 

words for their sound rich texture 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jakob Böhme 
German mystic 

philosopher 

WILLIAM  BUTLER  YEATS 
(1865-1939) 

(Dublin-France) Father 

John Butler Yeats 

painter 

Mother 

Susan Mary Pollexfen 

London 
1867 

grandparents 

Sligo 
West Ireland 

Erasmus Smith 
High School 

London 1887  

Writing poetry 

Dublin 1881 

Dublin 
John O'Leary 

folklore scenery 

supernatural legends 

interest 

in 

Irish nationalism Old Celtic legends 

The Wanderings of Oisin 
(1889) 

Love for Maud Gonne 
(1889) 

actress 

patriot 
Marriage 
proposal Marriage 

with 
Major MacBride 

Oisin 
ancient mythical bard 

intuition ecstasy 

through 

God knowledge 

Theosophism 

I 
N 
T 
E 
R 
E 
S 
T 
S 

magic 

astrology 

Buddhism 

spiritualism 
Cabbala 

LITERARY PRODUCTION articles reviews 

of 

Irish literature 

collections 

poems 

songs 

The Countess Kathleen 
1892 play 

fairy tales 

The Rose 
1893 

(unhappy love 
 for Maud) 

The Celtic Twilight 
(Irish nationalism) 

essays 

Works of William Blake The land of Heart's desire 
1894 play 

Emanuel Swedenborg 
Swedish scientist 
mystical thinker 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1892 
National Literary Society of Ireland 

aims  

Promotion 
knowledge 

Irish literature 

Irish national  
cultural identity 

The Irish literary Theatre 1899 Dublin Abbey Theatre 

plays Irish subjects 

Irish playwrights 

Irish actors 

Lady Gregory 

Yeats John Synge 

Sean O'Casey 

The Wind Among the Reeds 
Collection of poems 

(1899) 

The Green Helmet and Other Poems 
(1910) 

new aesthetic real world 

sharp poems 
satire realistic language 

Ezra Pound's influence 

style 

simple modern Responsibilities 
(1914) 1917 marriage 

Georgie Hyde-Less 

son daughter 

spiritualist medium Georgie Yeats 
automatic writing 

in contact with 
supersensual reality 

world history 

Georgie's revelations 

metaphysical system theory 

A Vision (1925) 



   The Wild Swans at Coole 
(1919) Robert's death 

(Lady Gregory's son) 

Michael Robartes and the Dancer 
(1921) 

Personal maturity 

1922 Civil war end 
(Ireland-England) Home Rule 

(autonomy) 

Nobel Prize 
(literature) 1923 

Yeats 
Irish Senate's member International 

great poet 

1924 Italy 
1928 Rapallo 

The Tower 

Yeats's Norman tower 
(Galway) 

America 
(last time) serious health problems 

Lady Gregory's death 

1932 

Collections 
of 

poems 

to 
Southern Ireland 

Irish Academy of letters 

1933 

The Winding Stair 

1935 A Full Moon in March 

1938 New Poems 

France  1939 Yeat's death 

1948  back to Ireland 

 Roquebrune 
(burial place) 

state honours 

Last Poems 

Sligo 
(buried)  


