Constructing Understanding


What is Constructivism?

· Constructing Understanding-Three themes:

· Centrality of the learner-existing schema and exposure

· Complexity-complex inquiry

· Engagement-with teacher, one another, and previous activities

· Creating, comparing, and reorganizing knowledge-influenced by:

· Schema

· Intellect

· Culture

· Context

· Multitude of other influences

· Problem solving

· Exploration

· Creating unique perception

· Creating brainpower

· Creating moral autonomy

· Process 

· Product

How to achieve Constructivism:

· Expand

· Explore

· Consider

· Probe

· Organize

The teacher will:

· Scaffold

· Model

· Reveal

· Orientate

· Provide opportunities to share

· Provide opportunities to investigate

· Facilitate thinking

· Facilitate process

· Encourage

· Shape curriculum

· Determine standards

· Evaluate:

· Assess learner’s interactions

· Assess learner’s use of resources

· Assess learner’s self regulation

· Facilitate learning environment

· Facilitate learner’s problem selection

· Negotiate

· Understand subject matter

· Implement the above

Learner’s will:

· Confront

· Communicate

· Participate

· Collect evidence

· Generate interpretations

· Collaborate with other learners

· Collaborate with the environment

· Collaborate with the teacher

· “Think about thinking” (107)

· Negotiate 

· Choose problems

· Design projects

Why Constructivism?

· Construct understanding

· Construct knowledge

· Collaborate

· Negotiate

· Appreciate

· Respect

