USMC Ground Robotics Integrated Product Team Charter

(DRAFT)

Background:

Unmanned Ground Vehicles (UGV), in varying sizes to meet mission capability requirements, are saving lives and providing critical supporting capabilities in current military operations worldwide.  Included in the mix is a diverse combination of prototypes, commercial off the shelf (COTS) purchases, and fielded systems supporting our Joint forces in a variety of mission areas including improvised explosive device (IED) detection and defeat, reconnaissance, explosive ordnance disposal (EOD) and force protection (FP). 

The military importance of UGV technology is increasing rapidly. UGVs and other robotics now have capabilities to perform missions that are dirty, dull, and dangerous. Science and Technology (S&T) focus is being placed on near and far term research and development (R&D). Research efforts will transition to acquisition programs that will be integrated into the Army, Marines, Air Force, and Naval ground fleets and are described in greater detail in this section. Multiple avenues of technology development and maturation in such areas as mobility, platforms, autonomy, human machine interactions and interfaces, and integration with other UGV and manned systems are being employed to increase the level of DoD unmanned ground system and robotics capabilities. 

The Defense Department is well on its way towards meeting the goal established by the Floyd D. Spence National Defense Act for 2001. By the end of calendar year 2006, DoD will have deployed nearly 4,000 UGVs in support of current operations. UGVs today are clearly proving their effectiveness in current operations, saving lives while supporting operational force tempo requirements. Unmanned capabilities will continue to expand both in quantities deployed and in mission areas supported, to include combat service and Service support. 

Purpose/Scope:

The purpose of the Ground Robotics Integrated Product Team (IPT) is to provide a forum for the Marine Corps to discuss the application of semi-autonomous or autonomous systems that may address current or emerging capability gaps;  To discuss technological advances in robotic systems and applications that may enhance USMC combat effectiveness, lethality and survivability;  Enhance the visibility and validity of robotic systems and discuss robotic systems capabilities and requirements development; Establish a roadmap for developing and procuring robotic systems across the USMC warfighting functions.     

IPT meetings and activities should result in the following:
· Recommendations to MCCDC and RSJPO of where to focus future capabilities

· Discussions of an overarching vision for USMC Robotic Technology Application 

· Determine areas where the USMC should invest in robotic systems.

Schedule (proposed):
Initial Meeting hosted at MCCDC (December 2007)
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