Links between poverty & school achievement

The Junior School Project (Mortimore et al, 1988) 

http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/Database/stats/poorexam.html 

· looked at 7-year-old pupils in 50 London schools and provided a valuable source of evidence about the effect of schooling on pupil outcomes.

Effect of schools on achievement levels:

· for reading, school effect 4 times more important than home background

· for maths and writing, 10 times more important

Effective schools

· boost the achievement levels of all children, BUT

· did not narrow the gap between the achievement levels of disadvantaged and privileged groups.

Predictors of achievement:

· level of ability at age 7 was a good predictor of their future achievement

· relationship found between level of reading at age 7 and the level of achievement at 16

Social class is crucial factor in school achievement

http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/research/povertyresearch.html#crucial 

· the key factor in how well children do is not what type of school they attend but social class

· the project revealed that a child's social background is the crucial factor in academic performance, and that a school's success is based overwhelmingly on the class background of its pupils

· related to league tables

Social background holds key to child's success

http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/research/povertyresearch.html#crucial
· Children's social backgrounds are more important even than low birthweight in determining how well they achieve in school and later life, according to researchers. 
· study, published in the British Medical Journal for the second week of August 2002
· points at social deprivation and poverty as some of the most significant reasons why some children do less well than others.

· studied nearly 11,000 children born between March 3 and March 9 1958. Maths, reading and other ability tests measured the educational attainment of the children at ages seven, 11 and 16. At the age of 33 their highest educational achievement was recorded. 

· The team found the gap in educational attainment between children of higher and lower social classes widened as time went on - it was greatest by the age of 33. 

The Effect of Neighbourhood Poverty on School Achievement and Behaviour

http://www.educ.uvic.ca/Research/conferences/connections2003/13Dyson102.pdf
· family poverty decreases IQ, verbal ability, and achievement scores of children from 2 – 8 years 

· lower-income middle students scored lower on basic academic skills than higher-income students

· effect of family poverty accentuated by neighbourhoods with a concentration of low-income families: exacerbated through “collective socialisation”, ie. persistent unemployment may provide models of joblessness as normative

· study provided interventions for a group of children in grades one and two from low-income families (with control group who did not receive intervention); intervention was guided reading sessions with children 2 times per week; children in both control and experimental groups improved reading; children in grade 1 made most gains, and after 4 months scored higher than the control group on reading recognition, comprehension, spelling and oral reading tests.  

· gains for grade two’s still made, but not of the same order as the grade one’s, suggesting the earlier the intervention the better gains will be made
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