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GLOSSARY #3

1. Behavioral Approaches: is the study of the immediately perceptible aspects of the linguistic behavior – the publicly observable responses – and their relationships or associations between those responses and the events in the world surrounding a child. The behavioral approach studies the different attempts to produce a desired response by repeating and reinforcing a stimulus in a child.  
2. Nativist Approach: is the study of how children use innate abilities such as creativity to generate a potentially infinite number of utterances in a language. A child is always forming hypothesis on the basis of the input received and then testing those hypothesis in speech. He is always revising, reshaping and sometimes abandoning those hypotheses. 
3. Functional Approach: it studies what something really means (word, phrase or sentence) for a child depending on the context and his/her previous social interactions. Almost everything has different levels of meaning to one person or another. 
4. LAD: Language acquisition device. It is a term formed by Chomsy in 1965; according to him, LAD is “little black box”, which is inside the brain. This device contains innate properties of language that explains a child’s mastery of a L1 in a short time despite the highly abstract nature of the rules of language.
5. Universal Grammar:  is the attempt to discover what it is that all children, regardless of their environmental stimuli (the language[s] they hear around them) bring to the language acquisition process. Such studies have looked at question formation, negation, word order, discontinuity of embedded clauses ("The ball that's on the table is blue"), subject deletion ("Es mi hermano"), and other grammatical phenomena. 
