Glossary

The critical period hypothesis:  is the subject of a long standing debate in linguistics and language acquisition over the extent to which the ability to acquire language is biologically linked to age. The hypothesis claims that there is an ideal 'window' of time to acquire language in a linguistically rich environment, after which further language acquisition becomes much more difficult and effortful.

Lateralization: localization of a function, such as speech, to the right or left side of the brain. The brain is divided into two hemispheres; for many tasks, either one side or the other is in charge. So when neuroscientists say things like, "Linguistic function is lateralized in the left hemisphere," they are basically saying, "The talent of language happens on the left side."
Rote Learning: is a learning technique which focuses on memorization. The major practice involved in rote learning is learning by repetition. The idea is that one will be able to quickly recall the meaning of the material the more one repeats it. Rote learning eschews comprehension, so by itself it is an ineffective tool in mastering any complex subject at an advanced level.
Meaningful learning:  is information that ties into previously learned materials and is immediately useful for the learner.  In meaningful learning, we are focusing on the product or the outcome of the learning process. We are focusing on what the knowledge that a person would know that he or she didn’t know before. Malcolm Knowles defines meaningful learning ``as the process of gaining knowledge or expertise``. Meaningful learning refers to the concept that the learned knowledge (let’s say a fact) is fully understood by the individual and that the individual knows how that specific fact relates to other stored facts (stored in your brain that is)
Language Ego:  Learning a new language involves developing a new mode of thinking a new language "ego`.
The Natural Approach:  is based assumes that foreign languages are learned the way the mother tongue is learned: by being exposed to the language (listening, reading) and by using it in a natural way (i.e. by trying to communicate in a meaningful way).

