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BLOOMsDAY TOUR
Today is Bloomsday! I'm finally here in Dublin!

Don't you know what Bloomsday is ?

Bloomsday is a commemoration observed annually on June 16th in Dublin and elsewhere to
celebrate the life of Irish writer James Joyce and relive the events in his novel Ulysses, all
of which took place on the same day in Dublin in 1904. Joyce chose the date because his first
outing with his wife-to-be, Nora Barnacle happened on that day, when they walked to the
Dublin urban village of Ringsend. The name derives from Leopold Bloom, the protagonist of
Ulysses.

It's 8 o'clock in the morning, I'm in Eccles Street , where Bloom makes breakfast in the
kitchen. He ate a kidney , he brought to Dluglacz's butcher. Today number 7 doesn't exist any
longer, but there is a hospital. On the other side of the street there's a very similar style of
house.

Here the entrance to 7 Eccles Street, but only the door | Because it
was rescued from demolition, by John Ryan, an artist who, first used
it in The Bailey Pub in St. Anne Street, then he transported it to
Joyce Museum in St. George Street on October 1995.

Continuing to walk, I see Custom House : what a beautiful building! Tt
is a neoclassical 18™ century building on the north bank of the river
Liffey. The other fourists are listening someone, who's reading the

episode B.

It's 11 o'clock, I'm outside the house of Paddy Dignam in Sandymount. I see Glasnevin
Cemetery

It's noon. I'm in O'Connell Street where there is the General Post Office.
Nelson's Pillar is no longer standing after being blown up by the IRA in 1966. In
its place is the Dublin Spire, a 120 metre column of reflective metal.

Oh , in front of it there is Penny's, an interesting break for your shopping! Oh
sorry this isn't a shopping tour but a cuitural tour !

It's 1 pm. I'm on O'Connel Bridge , T walk to Irish House of Parliament, but the building is now
the Bank of Treland, College Green.



It's 2 o'clock and T'm in front of the National Library of Ireland. This is a reference library
and as such , does not lend. Is has a large quantity of Irish material which can be consulted
without charge. The main library building is on Kildare street.

It's 2.65 pm. I wonder in labyrinth of paths and
interconnections. I see the Trinity College on College Green,
opposite the former Irish Houses of Parliament.

It's 5 pm. I'm at Barney Kienan's pub , where Bloom met Martin Cunningham .

It's 8 pm, I'm on Sandymount Strand, oh the beach in front of the Star of the Sea Church

It's 10 pm, I'm at the National Maternity Hospital in Holles Street |, it was founded in 1894
and its purpose is to care for woman.

It's midnight , I'm at Nighttown district.: little of it survives now.
. Much of it is now new housing estates, or new offices.




It's 1 am, I'm in Beaver Street and I'm coming towarts Bloom's house in Eccles Street.

It's 2 am, I'm at the beginning of the tour, I'm very tired , I want to sleep.

See you on 16™ of June 2012!

Chiara Pellegrini .
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