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Travel around the story of four English
artists who had to move in Italy




Edard Lear
John Arthur Strutt

Henry Swinburne

Richard Keppel Craven




amily's failing financia [ —
four he and his sister had to leave the
family home and set up house together.

Lear suffered from health problems. From the
age of six he suffered frequent grand mal
epileptic seizures, and bronchitis, asthma,
and in later life, partial blindness. Lear

experienced his first seizure at a fair

near Highgate with his father. The event

scared and embarrassed him. Lear felt

lifelong guilt and shame for his epileptic
condition. His adult diaries indicate that
he always sensed the onset of a seizure in

time to remove himself from public view.
How Lear was able to anticipate them is not
known, but, many people with epilepsy report
a ringing ‘in their ears or an "aura" before

they onset of,a seizure. In Lear's time
epilepsy was believed to be associated with

demoniec posseé€ssion, which contributed to
his feelings Qf guilt and loneliness. When
Lear was about seven he began to show signs
of depression,,possibly due to the constant
instability offhis chi#ldhood. He suffered
from, peritods oflseve depression which, he

referred to as Mthe Morbids.!" L2l
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Literary works \

sTllustrations of the Family of the Psittacidae, or Parrots (1832)

, *Tortoises, Terrapins, and Turtles by J.E. Gray

sViews in Rome and its Environs (1841)

*Gleanings from éthe_ Menagerie at Knowsley Hall (1846)

“Illustrated Excursions in Ttaly (1846)

*Book of Nonsense (1846)
> .-

sJournal of a Lanoi‘séafe' Painter in Gx;é_ece and Albania (1851)

*«Book of Dj@nsen{se am’ More Nonsense (1862;1. ;
- , . .- - : - .

s Journal ,@f 2 mjnds.c*: e Painter J;'n S@uthgrn C:alabria (1852)
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.with his friend, the poet William
Jackson, otherwise unknown,
" starting from Porta San Giovanni
(Rome) and ending in Palermo . The
"account of this Jjourney was the
object of his A Pedestrian Tour in
Calabria & Sicily published in
London, in 1842.

Literary works

v
. A Pedestrian Tour in Calabria &
Sicily , ’TC, Newby, London, 1842

. Calabria Sicilia 1840
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(1 June 1779 — 24 June 1851) was a British
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other divorced when Keppel was only three

years old and moved to with him, but

it was under a promise to return him to his

hen he was eight years of age. This
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Craven was the third and youngest
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Excursiong in the Abruzzi and Northe
embellishld with views from his own sketches, and the 1la
Westall, .R.A.
. .
Having received a considerable addition to his fortune, he in 1834 purchased rg _ -iﬁﬁ

mountains ﬂear Salerno, which he fitted up as a residence, and there received y h
hospitality. He was for many years the intimate friend and inseparable companion of Sir William Gell; he -

shared his own prosperity with his less fortunate comrade, cheered him when in sickness, and attended him
with unwearying kindness, until Gell's death in 1836. — ® }rﬁ‘

Another of his highly esteemed acquaintances was Lady Blessington, who arrived in Naples in July 1823;

. with her he afterwards kept up a correspondence, and some of the letters which he addressed to that lady
are given in her Life by Richard Robert Madden. He died at Naples 24 June 1851, aged 72, being the last of
a triumvirate of British literati, scholars, and gentlemen who resided there for many years in the closest
bonds of friendship, namely, Sir William Drummond, Sir William Gell, and the Hon. K. R. Craven. He was
buried in the English Cemetery in Naples.

Besides the twe works dlready mentioned, there was published in TLondon in 1825 a book entitled Italian
Scenes: a Seriesygof interesting Delineations of Remarkable Views and of Celebrated Remains of Antiquity.
Chiefly sketchéd by the Hop® K. Craven. g
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placed him in independent circumstances.
(proceeded to Turin, Genoa, and Florence.

Heymet in Paris his future wife Martha,
+ daughter of John Baker of Chichester,
sqéicitor to the Leeward Islands, who was
being educated at a convent of Ursuline
\nuns. They were married at Aix-la-Chapelle
on 24 March 1767. The couple then settled
o at Hamsterley, where the husband laid out
- - the estate. They passed the autumn of 1774
. and the following months until September
1775 at Bordeaux, and then visited the
Pyrenees.,Sw%nburne in the company of Sir
Thomas Gascoigne travelled through Spain,
returning to Bayonne in June 1776. A
manuscript, describing his journey was sent
e Samuel Henley as editor. It was
piblished in 1779 as «Travels through Spain,

1775 and 17765 illustrated with‘drqwjngé of
‘Rom ‘and oorish archi'taecturé"
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Swinburne later years were clouded by misfortune. His eldest

September\;793 Paul Benfield, whose wealth crumbled away as rap

in the ruin. His eldest son died in a storm on his way to Jamaica in 1800.
.
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In the meantime Swinburne was sent to Paris in September 1796 as commissioner, to negotic n exchange o
prisoners with France, but, in the face of difficulties arising from the capture by the French o

1r ane

Smith, was unsuccessful, and in December 1797 was recalled to England, In December 1801 he went Bhethe o )
lucrative post of vendue-master in the newly-ceded settlement of Trinidad, and also as commissioner to o

deliver up the Danish West Indian islands to a Danish official. He died from sunstroke at Trinidad on 1
« April 1803, and was buried at San Juan, where his friend. Sir Ralph Woodford, raised a monument to his
memory .
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