Practical activity: Body Mapping Activity
	Link(s) to Victorian Curriculum
Respond to and pose questions, and make predictions about familiar objects and events (VCSIS050)
Compare observations and predictions with those of others (VCSIS054)
Represent and communicate observations and ideas about changes in objects and events in a variety of ways (VCSIS055)

	Science Concepts (C) and Skills (S) addressed (a concept is a statement)
C1: There are interconnected organs in the human body.
C2: Every organ has its place in the human body and is mostly the same in every person.
S1: Collaborative working
S2: Labelling and displaying information on a diagram.

	What did you do:
· I laid on the ground and had my partner (Graduate Victorian Teacher) trace my body.

· We then wrote out organ names on post it notes.

· We roughly drew the organs and where we think their specific place is in my body and placed the post it notes in the position of the organs on the paper.
· After we had placed all the organs (Heart, liver, lungs, stomach, large and small intestines, kidneys, brain, spleen) in what we thought was the correct place, we then found a diagram on the internet, and compared our organ placement with the correct position to see if we were correct and if the sizing of the organs was appropriate.

	What did you learn about:
Science

The actual size of certain organs and their relative placement in the body was surprising and comparing that to bodies of different sizes and considering the size difference in organs. This formed the discussion of the difference between the size of organs between myself (193cm in height) and my partner (170cm in height).
Teaching 
As I completed this with my partner, there was little teaching involved, but keeping students on track to label and draw the organs may be time consuming as it took us a lot of time to complete. Also, that although the Victorian Curriculum content descriptors are aimed at Level 2, that this task would be too difficult to draw and label organs, as at that age they may not be familiar with what certain organs look like and wouldn’t be able to place where they are in the body.

	One way you could use this activity
This task can be incorporated into a diagnostic assessment form, or as formative assessment throughout a lesson sequence. Initially this could identify students’ understanding of the body and scientific knowledge of their own body. Following this, through time and continuing through a lesson plan they could reattempt the body map and identify if their understanding of organ placement and size has changed as their knowledge has increased.
This task can also be an excellent introduction lesson to teach students about their own body and looking at correct placement and size of organs. As when they learn about the human body, they often see cartoon or drawings of organs such as hearts, or videos of the human body, whereas this creates an authentic example of this.


