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Pre 1950’s 

Separation period

“Progressive Era” practical, child centered and socially relevant (p. 85 DeBoer)

· Three distinct groups: Instructors, Scientists, and psychologists who all worked separately

Period Driven By…

Social relevance
Important Dates:

1895 – 1899 – Committee for College Entrance Regulations

1892 – Committee of Ten

1900 - College Board

1918 – Cardinal Principles

1920 – Committee for Reorganization of Secondary Schools

In the classroom…

Memorization, brain as muscle

1950’s to ~1975

interactions period

Time of Reform

· Initiated by scientists, b/w developmental psychology and pre-college instructors

· Led By Scientists who developed Curriculum

· Taught by Instructors who tested curriculum (un heeded)

· Evaluated by Researchers who used psychological constructs to do so.

Period Driven By…

· Socially relevant curriculum

· Dewey

· Science teachers more professional

· Science Teacher Education gains importance

Important Dates:

1950 – Creation of NSF and $$

(Alphabet curriculum)

1957 – Sputnik

1958 – Piaget 

1973 – Alternative Frameworks (Driver)

In the classroom…

Back to Basics

Late 1975  - present Partnership period

· Between cognitive researchers, scientists, technology experts and science instructors

· Beginning of STS and Environmental Science 

· Situated learning (1989) and cognition

Period Driven By…

· Vygotsky (Social Construct) ZOPD

· Novak (Cognitive Psych and Concept Mapping)

· Driver (misconceptions)

· Gardner (Multiple Intell)

Important Dates:

1983 - A Nation at Risk

1985  - Project 2061 (Scientific Literacy)

1989 – SS & C  (NSTA)
1989 – Science for All Americans 

1993 – Benchmarks 

1996 – NSES

1995 – TIMSS

2000 – Glenn Commission

SSI

