	Group #
	HEADING
	TOPIC
	ESSENTIAL QUESTION

	1
	Overview of DE
	Philosophy
	How can John Dewey’s philosophy of education relate to DE?

What does constructivist learning online look like?

	
	
	Definition
	Is there one clear definition of DE?

How is technology changing the definitions of face-to-face and distance education?

	
	
	Models
	Has technology changed the model of DE in a positive or negative way?

	
	
	Applications
	How has technology created a more positive DE environment for learners?

	
	
	???
	

	2
	The Learner
	Adult Learning
	Why is DE designed for adult learning?



	
	
	Support
	Without F2F interactions how is it possible to supply academic support?

	
	
	Pacing
	If DE is open learning, is it possible for programs to be completed at an adequate pace for learning to occur?

	
	
	Gender
	Who is more apt to be a DE learner: a male or a female?

	
	
	K-12
	How can DE be beneficial for K-12 learners?

What are the best practices and challenges in online evaluation at a distance in K-12 environments?

What adjustments to DE will best serve Net Generation learners?

	
	
	???
	

	3
	Outcomes from DE
	Cost
	What is the most expensive component of DE, and why?

	
	
	Economics
	Is it economically beneficial for an educational institution to offer DE courses?

Can consortia effectively create economies of scale in DE?
Discuss how consortia may contribute to economy of scale in DE. (suggested as a means to move away from close ended questions - comments?)

	
	
	Institutional Performance
	How can the performance of a DE institution be evaluated? What contributions and limitations does the ROI approach have as sole instrument of the assessment of DE institutional performance?

	
	
	???
	

	4
	Systems
	Instructional systems design
	How can a DE instructional designer adapt classroom systems designs within a DE system? What are the unique design considerations that must be addressed in the DE system?  

	
	
	General systems
	What is the most important component of a DE system?

How do Open Source Learning Management Systems compare with proprietary LMSs? (Excellent!) 



	
	
	???
	

	5
	Current and emerging technology
	General
	What emerging technologies are best suited to help distance educators cope with accelerating knowledge change in DE? (excellent)

	
	
	Wiki 
	Under what circumstances can wikis be used to build online communities of inquiry?
	
	
	

	
	
	Syndication
	

	
	
	RSS
	

	
	
	Net Pedegogy
	

	
	
	Virtual Reality
	How can virtual reality programs motivate DE learners? 

How can a virtual environment such as Second Life be used by distance educators to enable and enhance learning?

	
	
	
	Virtual classrooms will have the feel and look of traditional classrooms. The professor will be at the front of the classroom and the students will sit at desks. If virtual classrooms are meant to be: ‘new’, ‘advanced’, ‘the best’, then WHY will they be reenactments of traditional classrooms?

	
	
	???
	

	6
	The future of DE
	Research
	

	
	
	Evaluation
	If technologies are changing the DE field, how will it be possible to evaluate and compare DE forums across the years? 

	
	
	Cooperative Activity
	

	
	
	Technology
	

	
	
	Concerns
	

	
	
	???
	


