Three Assumptions of a
Cognitive Theory of Multimedia Learning

	Assumption
	Description
	Related Citations

	Dual channel
	Humans possess separate channels for processing visual and auditory imformaiton
	Paivio, 1986; Baddeley, 1992

	Limited capacity
	Humans are limited in the amount of information they can process in each channel at one time 
	Baddeley, 1992; Chandler and Sweller, 1991

	Active processing
	Humans engage in active learning by attending to relevant incoming information, organizing selected information into coherent mental representations, and integrating mental representations with other knowledge
	Mayer, 1999; Wittrock, 1989


Figure 3.1 Three Assumptions of a Cognitive Theory of Multimedia Learning
From Mayer, R. E. (2001). Multimedia learning. New York: Cambridge University Press.
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