A-ha!

     By taking this course along with EDER 689 - Conceptual Issues in Gifted Education, I had one of the greatest A-HA! moments of my career. Distributed Learning and Gifted Education are a match made in heaven. I have so fully embraced this new concept that it formed basis of my final project and has led to two very exciting meetings with Superintendent and District Principal of Technology.

     The concept is this: DL is ideally suited for the delivery of gifted education. This section from my final paper explains why:

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

"Why Distributed Learning?

    Initially, distributed learning was chosen as the initial vehicle for this project due to the low cost. We cannot expect, in our situation of declining enrolment, an increase in special education funding. The brunt of the responsibility will again fall on the shoulders of the classroom teacher. What will be necessary is to create time and resources for the teachers. While they are not the entire solution to the problem, distributed learning courses can do that for us.

     If the district could create resources and courses developed with K-12 gifted students as the focus, several issues would begin to be addressed:

(1)
Due to the presence of technology in every classroom and school, teachers would instantly have access to gifted education resources with no extra expense or time commitment.

(2)
Acceleration becomes an immediate and desirable option.

(3)
Students could work independently with a teacher in the room, a teacher in another building with more expertise, or have access to the district DL instructors. The classroom teacher would be able spend a democratic amount of time with the student but accomplish so much more.

(4)
The student could access the resources for their education from any setting, whether that happens to be home or the hotel they are staying at on their vacation. 

     Distributed learning offers other advantages in the model we have provided. DL is well suited for the gifted learner as it is self-paced, meaning that acceleration is built into the course. However, the instructor must be careful to ensure that students don’t sacrifice quality for speed, which is a characteristic of some gifted students.  DL, structured as these courses are, also give gifted students the open-ended freedom they crave. Choice over topics and pathways are built into the planning and offer gifted students way more options than the traditional “brick and mortar” schools."

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

    Out of this realization, a new district goal is forming. Our intial conversations have tested the idea of creating content on our Moodle server that covers every learning outcome in every curriculum. However, the content added will also have to address the needs of our gifted learners. This will enable the entire course or just portions of the course to be used by classroom teachers, DL teachers, and home-schooling parents alike. The best part, of course, is that we take another step towards serving the needs of all of our learners, not just the "middle".

