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Current Condition

Location
This property lies on the northern bank of Little Hunting Creek, at the end of Stockton Parkway in southeast Fairfax County, near Mount Vernon.  On one side it is adjacent to a property owned by the Fairfax Board of Supervisors known as the Pumping Station, (which some residents would like to see turned into a park), and on the other side it sits at the end of a long row of lots that divide up the land between Stockton Parkway and Little Hunting Creek.
Natural features

The land slopes down from the road for about 20 feet, and flattens out at the base of a large culvert that runs under Stockton Parkway.  There is a concrete pad and a semi-permanent stormwater pool that drains into an intermittent waterway, which winds south across the property until it empties into Little Hunting Creek.  The topography is mostly flat, with small rises in the terrain closer to the road.  The vast majority of the property is covered with dense vegetation, mostly consisting of blackberries and multiflora rose.  English Ivy is a major problem close to the road, as is privet and honeysuckle and other climbing vines.  There is wild grape here, and jewelweed in the summer.  Trees are typical floodplain species, including box elder, sweet gum, sycamore, green ash, and elm.  There are several hollies close to the road.

Invasives

As described above, this property has a substantial problem with invasives, which run rampant on neighboring properties.  Several clean-up events and invasive removals per year have helped somewhat over the years but it remains a large challenge, as does public education.
Relations with neighbors and other entities

The Friends of Little Hunting Creek, led in part by neighboring easement holders Betsy Martin and Paul Siegel, host annual clean-ups and are always happy to help with invasive removals. The property is also used informally by many people who take walks and walk their dogs there.  There has been some interest in using the property to launch NVCT kayak trips, but the water is a long way from the road, there is no official trail or launch pad/dock, and neighbors are already wary of attracting too much public attention to the area.

Management Goals

Restore native habitat and increase chances for wildlife to thrive, and educate the public about NVCT, Little Hunting Creek, and relevant ecological issues.
Workplan

Restore native habitat conditions

· Remove invasive species and plant natives with AIC work events
· Conduct follow-up visits to maintain plantings

Enhance wildlife habitat

· Build, install, and maintain bird and bat boxes in appropriate locations, perhaps with help of boy scouts

Educate public

· Install interpretive signage along border with Stockton Parkway.  Topics could include:

· Little Hunting Creek

· Ecological values of the property
· The threat of invasives 
· Restoration work
Increase NVCT’s visibility

· Install signage indicating ownership and directing people to our website

Develop/maintain good working relationships with others

· Work with Friends of Little Hunting Creek to continue restoration events
· Discuss partnerships with FOLHC in interpretive signage as appropriate

