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Manifold 

Contact Person: Mike Fisher, 800-556-5919 

· 1 license per computer (20% discount for 5 or more licenses)
· Personal Edition works just on your own computer (no external servers), 

· Professional Edition enables usage of Internet Map Server (IMS), 

· Enterprise Edition (EE) enables collaborative work and storage on external server and IMS.  

· or Universal Edition contains EE plus Business Tools, Geocoding Tools and Surface Tools.
· Can upgrade to x64 bit for extra $50 now or later (definitely worth it if the computer has 64bit processor)
· Option Pack includes surface tools which has a watershed and viewshed analysis tools
· Geocoding Tools (allows streets and street addresses to be used by Manifold)

– is included in the option pack, extra $30 if bought with program, $50 if bought seperately

Non-Refundable   $575 - Manifold 8.00 Universal  - 32-bit bundle

Contains Enterprise Edition plus option pack (Business Tools, Geocoding Tools and Surface Tools)

        $35 Manifold 8.00 DVD The DVD includes numerous data sets, free editions of

Oracle, SQL Server, IBM DB/2 and PostgreSQL/PostGIS products, and other

bonus products including DCW, Manifold World, Database Commander and 3D

View Studio. 
Total……...…$610

Refundable    $395 - Manifold 8.00 Enterprise - 32-bit 

(30 day)

$225 - Manifold 8.00 Option Pack - Provides Manifold 8.00 Business Tools,

Geocoding Tools and Surface Tools extensions at a discount. 

(This could be bought later, but would need to buy geocoding separately +$30)

$35 -   Manifold 8.00 DVD The DVD includes numerous data sets, free editions of

Oracle, SQL Server, IBM DB/2 and PostgreSQL/PostGIS products, and other

bonus products including DCW, Manifold World, Database Commander and 3D

View Studio. 
Total……...…$655
Refundable    $425 - Manifold 8.00 Enterprise + Geocoding 32-bit discounted bundle with

(30 day)

Geocoding Tools. 

$35 -   Manifold 8.00 DVD The DVD includes numerous data sets, free editions of

Oracle, SQL Server, IBM DB/2 and PostgreSQL/PostGIS products, and other

bonus products including DCW, Manifold World, Database Commander and 3D

View Studio.

Could be 
($225) - Manifold 8.00 Option Pack - Provides Manifold 8.00 Business Tools,

bought later 

Geocoding Tools and Surface Tools extensions at a discount. 

(This could be bought later, but would need to buy geocoding separately +$30)

Total……...…$470 (695)
System requirements: Windows, Good to have lots of RAM, and 64-bit processor (this could be upgraded later)
Enterprise Edition is equivalent to 20-30k of ESRI software.

Manifold contains equivalent to ArcGIS suite, ArcMap, ArcInfo, ArcEditor, ArcSDE (ArcGIS server), ArcObjects, ArcIMS and some of Arc3D anaylist.

$80 Instructional Videos The Manifold team has done a really good job with the examples and the help files. Everything is well explained and they walk you through step by step. I have also been thinking about purchasing the Manifold instruction videos (8.0) from www.gisadvisor.com. I've read several positive comments on the Manifold discussion forums.
ESRI / ArcGIS

Contact Person: Richard Higgins, 703-506-9515 (regional office) 800-447-9778 (main line)

501(c)3 non-profits get a 18.3% discount
$1,225.50 ($1,500)   ArcView – recommended “bread and butter” package
$5,719      ($7,000)   ArcEditor
$11,438    ($14,000) ArcInfo
any additional software package is $2500 – such as spatial analyst

ESRI is the industry standard used by most government agencies.  The representative from ESRI recommended that we get ArcView, which he felt would serve most of our needs.

Grants: Basic grant takes 1-4 days to complete.  Advanced Grant can take 1-4 weeks.  The response may take a couple of days to 2-3 months.  The grant can be partial or complete upon organizations needs.  Grantees need to submit yearly report to ESRI.
Free Demo: ArcGIS Desktop 9.2 Evaluation Software Free 60-Day Trial for Windows XP and Windows 2000 (Demo equivalent to ArcView, ArcEditor or ArcInfo)
Comparison of ArcView, ArcEditor, ArcInfo: ArcView provides data visualization, query, analysis, and integration capabilities along with the ability to create and edit simple geographic features. ArcEditor includes all the functionality of ArcView and adds a comprehensive set of tools to create, edit, and ensure the quality of your data. ArcInfo includes all the functionality of ArcEditor and adds advanced spatial analysis, data manipulation, and high-end cartography tools. 

Comparison:  

How do I do that in ArcGIS/Manifold: illustrating classic GIS tasks – Arthur Lembo, Cornell University.
“I use both equally everyday. And probably would get Manifold as a basic first tool because of its ability to integrate data from many sources and the spatial analysis options and raster reprojection tools, but I certainly would not want to be without access to some of ESRI's tools for some of my work. If you want to do Web stuff get Manifold, from what I hear it is very easy to get its web mapping applications online quickly as oppose to ArcIMS.”

Manifold IS a bit clunky feeling, but it sort of makes up for it by letting you accomplish alot with cut and paste. Imagine the ease of cutting and pasting features of Photoshop and Illustrator but with spatial awareness...that's Manifold. It is a quite powerful piece of software, but not as mature as ESRI products, but probably a bit more stable, i.e. less crashing. 
