ANGRY YOUNG MAN 





In 1951 Leslie Paul wrote a book named Angry Young Man.


Paul’s anger is initially amed at the capitalist society of the inter-war years.


Although the book has been forgotten, its title gave the name to a group of English working-class writers of the late 1950s and the 1960s, whose works reflect a strong dissatisfaction and rebellion against tradition and society.


The word angry is probably inappropriate and dissenting or disgruntled would perhaps be more right.


The group expressed not only discontent with the institutions of English society, the so-called Establishment, but also the disillusionment with itself.


The Angry Young Man included the playwright John Osborne and the novelist Kingsley Amis.


John Osborne’s Look Back in Anger shows that the old values of loyalty, patriotism and good manners are absurd to a post-war generation. The problem is that there are no new values that can take the place of the old. The resulting angry is based on yhe idea that life cannot be absurd and meaningless as it seems and must be important and real.





THE MOVEMENT 





About poetry, the Second World War led to a need for renewal and for a definitive break with the past. In fact in this period was born a dramatic refusal of Modernism , and the Angry Young Man rebelled against aristocracy and elitism of Modernism; in their works they speak about the situation of the working and lower-classes.


In 1954 the literary editor of the Spectator, J.D. Scott, coined the term “The Movement” to identify the new group of writers, the Angry Young Man. These writers rejected all subjects which were too closely associated with the war. Although the Movement poets accepted the Modernist paradigm of short poems, they was fundamentally at variance with Modernism.


What they rejected most of all was the use of old images; images that had been used by Modernist poets such as Pound and Eliot.


They also refused old literature, Romanticism, tradition, ideas and mythology.


But not all the new poets of the 1950s belonged to the Movement.





