No. 9 - Overcompensating for the child given their circumstances

You know what kind of life these kids have had. It hasn’t been very pretty. Even now, their parents fail to show up for scheduled visitations, and you see the hurt on the kids’ faces. So you try to go over the top to try to make up for the parents. Maybe you even make excuses for them. Is that helpful? Is there something else that you can do that would be better?

Definition:  In this situation, Kinship Parents do more than they should for the child.  The Kinship Parent may feel badly for the child because of their biological parents.  Many times, biological parents will change plans, not show up for scheduled meetings, etc.  This can upset the child, as well as the Kinship Parent.  The Kinship Parent then tries to fix the situation by doing something special for the child.  

Tips for the Kinship Parent: 

· This has some of the traits of the Disneyland MOM / DAD. It is the reverse in that you are over compensating like the birth parent would for the present circumstance. 

· You may in fact make the situation worse by your good intentions. 

· Be honest and do not try to mask the issues. Kids are smart and will often know what you are trying to do. 

· It may be that the real issue that you are trying to cover is the result of issues with the biological parents 

· Take this opportunity to tell them about your own feelings wishing that the kids you are watching did not have to go through this, but that you love them. 

