Psyc 234-01 Cognitive Psychology

Fall 2003

Instructor:  Mary Jo Carnot



Office:  Miller 208

Office Phone: 432 – 6419




e-mail:
mcarnot@csc.edu
Office Hours:  
Monday and Friday 10 – 12; Monday 1-3, Friday 1-2



Tuesday and Thursday 3:15-4:15

Credit hours: 3

Description: Readings, discussions and writing projects explore diverse topics in cognition: e.g., psycholinguistics, mental representation and computation; models of artificial intelligence; perception; memory; thinking and problem solving; motivation; and consciousness. Prerequisite: PSYC 131 (General Psychology. 

Required Text(s): Ashcraft, M. (2002) Cognition, 3rd Ed. Prentice Hall, Upper Saddle River, NJ.
Student Learning Outcomes:  The specific learning outcomes for the student are:

To develop an understanding of the range of topics that psychologists consider as part of cognition. 

To understand research approaches to studying cognition, including the multidisciplinary approaches used in cognitive science.

To learn about research findings in memory, cognition, language, thinking, decisions and problem solving. 

To develop a better understanding of the implications of cognitive psychology for applied areas in learning, decision making and problem solving. 

Like other courses at Chadron State College, this course will be designed to help you develop learning skills and capabilities that can be applied across disciplines. This is called the Visionary Learner Model. 
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The Visionary Learner Model has the following components:

Communication

Critical Thinking Assessment

Professionalism

Human Relations

Leadership

Methodology

Assessment

In this class, special attention will be devoted to activities, assignments and reading materials that help you to develop these capabilities. 

Method(s) of Instruction:  This course will be taught simultaneously to a site at Chadron State College and to remote sites at other campuses. The primary mode of instruction will be lectures (supplemented by student readings). There will be several in class demonstrations and activities. Students will also be asked to participate in online assignments. 

Course Requirements: attendance and participation in class activities, satisfactory performance on course assignments and exams 
Course Schedule/Outline:

August 26
Chapter 1 Cognitive Psychology: An Introduction

August 28 


__________________________________________________________

September 2 
Chapter 2 The Cognitive Science Approach

September 4

__________________________________________________________

September 9 
Chapter 3  Perception and Pattern Recognition

September 11

_________________________________________________________

September 16
Chapter 4 Attention

September 18
Test 1 on Chapters 1 – 4

__________________________________________________________

September 23
Chapter 5 Short-Term Working Memory 

September 25

__________________________________________________________

September 30
Chapter 6 Episodic Long Term Memory

October 2


__________________________________________________________

October 7
Chapter 7 Semantic Long Term Memory

October 9
start chapter 8

__________________________________________________________

October 13-17 Midterm Week

October 14
Chapter 8 Interactions in Long Term Memory

October 16 
Test 2 on Chapters 5 – 8

__________________________________________________________

October 21 No Class Midterm Break

October 23 Chapter 9 Language 

October 28 
continue Chapter 9, start Chapter 10 

October 30
Chapter 10 Written and Spoken Language

__________________________________________________________

November 4
continue Chapter 10

November 6


___________________________________________________________

November 11 
Chapter 11 Decisions, Judgments and Reasoning

November 13

___________________________________________________________

November 15
More on Chapter 11

November 17


___________________________________________________________

November 25
Chapter 12

November 27 
Thanksgiving 

___________________________________________________________

December 2
Chapter 12

December 4

___________________________________________________________

December 9
Test on chapters 9-12 

December 11

___________________________________________________________

December 16 – 19 Final Exam Week

The final exam for this class will be held on Thursday, December 18 from 7:00 am. – 9:00 am.

Test 3  will cover Chapters 9 - 12

Grading Procedures: 

3 exams





300 points

I comprehensive final 



100 points

5 homework or interactive assignments

50 points


class participation and attendance


25 points

(Please note: more details will be available about assignments as the class progresses. Make sure to see me about any missing work as soon as possible). 

Student Behavior:  
Academic Honesty - Students are expected to conduct themselves in conformity with the highest standards with regard to academic honesty.  Violation of college, state, or federal standards with regard to plagiarism, cheating, or falsification of official records will not be tolerated.  Students violating such standards will be subject to discipline, as per campus policies articulated in the Student Handbook.  Please request a copy of the student handbook from the Dean of Students (Crites 6280). 

Attendance Policy – The College assumes that students will seek to profit from the instructional program and will recognize the importance of attending every class meeting of courses for which credit is expected.  Responsibility for notifying faculty of absences, and for arranging potential make-up, rests with the students.    (Add Course-Specific Attendance Requirements here)

Civility – Civil behavior enhances the academic setting, and is expected at all times.  The academic environment welcomes a difference of opinion, discourse, and debate within a civil environment.  

Nondiscrimination Policy/Equal Educational Opportunity Policy:  Chadron State College is committed to an affirmative action program to encourage admission of minority and female students and to provide procedures which will assure equal treatment of all students.  The College is committed to creating an environment for all students that is consistent with nondiscriminatory policy.  To that end, it is the policy of Chadron State College to administer its academic employment programs and related supporting services in a manner which does not discriminate on the basis of gender, race, color, national origin, age, religion, disability, or marital status.   Student requests for reasonable accommodation based upon documented disabilities should be presented within the first two weeks of the semester, or within two weeks of the diagnosis, to the Disabilities Counselor (432-6461; CRITES 338).
Disclaimer:  This syllabus and schedule is articulated as an expectation of class topics, learning activities, and expected student learning.  However, the instructor reserves the right to make changes in this schedule that, within my professional judgment, would result in enhanced or more effective learning on the part of the students.  These modifications will not substantially change the intent or objectives of this course and will be done within the policies and procedures of Chadron State College.

