Current Natural Resource Enterprises:
Forest crops:

Trees for timber, firewood

Timber income for the careful forest owner - http://scnyat.cce.cornell.edu/woodpond/timberincome.htm
Firewood from your forest – 

http://scnyat.cce.cornell.edu/woodpond/firewood.htm
Tips for forest owners - http://www.dnr.cornell.edu/ext/forestrypage/pubs/infobroch/by%20topic/tips_for_new_york_forest_owners_Cornell.htm
Need to find more info for this. 
Mushrooms - 4 people who cultivate mushrooms or go foraging

One of the classic "forest farming" practices, woodlot owners are growing mushrooms for their own consumption. Various species of mushrooms are inoculated on cut logs in forests. They are used as a food, a natural remedy to ailments and as a potent flavoring. It is possible to sell mushrooms directly to consumers, restaurants, and stored in a dried form. Use logs cut according to a forest management plan. Fungi can behave unpredictably, so you would need to adjust to unpredictable fruiting, careful storage, and proper sanitation to prevent contamination with other fungi.
From the Ithaca Journal
The recent heavy rains have been a bane on Ithaca residents trying to get to enjoy a beautiful summer day outside, but for the local mushroom population and the enthusiasts who pursue them, it has been a blessing.

"We certainly are having a mushroom boom here," said Kathy Hodge, Fungal Systematist

with Cornell University. "They like the rain."

Hodge also teaches a mushroom identification class at Cornell, called "Mushrooms of

Field and Forest."

She adds that one of the interesting aspects about fungi is that less than five percent of fungi species are known, and that includes not only mushrooms but yeasts and mold.

Fungi, much like fruit, have their prescribed growing seasons. For instance, morels

are found during spring, and chanterelles are found during this time of summer. With

the recent rains, this delicious mushroom can be found in abundance. Not only have

the rains brought out the mushroom hunters, but they have also proved useful for

those cultivating mushrooms, which is the main focus of the Mushroom Club, an

organization still in its infancy at Cornell. Currently, they are growing two crops

- shitake mushrooms on oak logs and oyster mushrooms on used coffee grounds.

The club is comprised primarily of Cornell students, though local enthusiasts also

attend meetings. Ken Mudge, an associate professor in the Department of Horticulture

at Cornell, explains that the club's formation grew out of an increased interest in

cultivation of fungi. Because he and Hodge were fielding many questions and requests

for information about how to grow certain types of mushrooms, they decided to start

a club and educate many people at once.

Mudge said that interest in the club caught on quickly after it was formed in

January. It now has about 10 active members, and about as many on their mailing

lists.

The club meets at 5:30p.m. every Thursday at the Dillman Farm barn on the Cornell

campus. They will also be hosting a workshop on July 30 for anyone seriously

interested in joining the club.

Though the club focuses on cultivation, many still like to search for mushrooms in

the nearby forested areas.

Hodge says that you have to be careful; much of the surrounding area is state land,

and may require a special permit for gathering mushrooms. She says that it's better

to forage on private lands. There are also hidden dangers in mushroom hunting; many

varieties can be fatal. For example, just half a cap of an Angel of Death mushroom

can kill a person. Those in search of chanterelles, which are in season now, have to

be careful, Hodge warns. There is a poisonous look-alike lurking around - identical

in size and shape - called the jack-o-lantern, which can make its potential

consumers quite uncomfortable.

"I get more poisoning calls about that than anything else," Hodge said.

Not only are mushrooms a delicious addition to your salad or steak, but Hodge points

out that they also serve to help the environment and the local wooded area. Many

lead a symbiotic life with trees, helping them to grow. They also help decompose

leaves that have fallen to the forest floor.

"They're pretty friendly overall," Hodge said.

Author: Katherine Graham

Section: Life Page: 1C

Copyright (c) The Ithaca Journal. All rights reserved. Reproduced with the permission of Gannett Co., Inc. by NewsBank, inc.

Ginseng

Wild simulated ginseng carries a much higher value than ginseng grown through other systems. It requires an appropriate forest site, a diligent and educated forest owner, and $100 - $800 in seeds and rootlets.
http://scnyat.cce.cornell.edu/forestfarming/ginsengvisualassmt.pdf - will ginseng grow with my trees?
http://www.news.cornell.edu/releases/Feb97/ginseng.bpf.html - article on importance of ginseng

Value of Ginseng - http://www.dnr.cornell.edu/ext/forestrypage/pubs/infobroch/by%20topic/forest_crops_ginseng_beyfuss.htm
Goldenseal:

Your forest may be suitable for goldenseal production if you have moderate shade, dark & rich well-drained soils, and a good population of plants that grow in similar conditions - mayapple, bloodroot, and trillium for example. Goldenseal is usually planted as a rhizome (a thick root), which can be purchased from forest botanical suppliers. After developing flowers and then seeds, goldenseal is propagated to a sustainable abundance.

Unlike ginseng, goldenseal reaches its most marketable state in four or five years. As it ages, the quality declines. However, older plants that produce abundant seeds can be a good source of a sustainable crop.

You might enjoy growing and using your own goldenseal, with a doctor's approval. If you want to sell goldenseal, you will need to investigate potential buyers yourself. Look for classified ads in homesteading and rural life publications, check with local herbalists, or consult networks of people who use herbal remedies.

http://scnyat.cce.cornell.edu/forestfarming/nacgoldenseal.pdf - forest production of goldenseal

Maple Syrup - 12-15 producers

Many Southern Tier forests are populated with sugar maples. Harvesting the maple sap, boiling it and packaging it as a sweet syrup is a common rural tradition. Maple syrup is produced in a relatively small portion of the world, with the greatest populations centered in the Southern Finger Lakes. It is a food, a flavoring, and a base for other maple products. Income potential includes sales of sap, sale of syrup, and lease of trees for sap collection. A large investment in time and equipment is necessary for beginners who want to produce on a large scale. Tap sugar maples larger than 9 inches and manage surrounding trees to favor a strong maple crown. Potential problems include transporting the sap, energy to boil, and sanitary packaging.

http://maple.dnr.cornell.edu/ - maple syrup extension program

List of maple syrup sellers - http://scnyat.cce.cornell.edu/localfoods/sweet03.pdf
Xmas trees – 23 farms on 39 acres with $365,000 in sales. 
Moore’s Tree Farm - http://www.mooretrees.com/index.html
Christmas Tree Farmers Association of New York – maybe a resource
Damn good resource: http://www.ces.purdue.edu/extmedia/FNR/FNR-186.pdf
RPM Ecosystems – potential and perhaps current?

- Missouri-based grower of native trees, shrubs and grasses 
- Patent-pending technology allows hardwood trees to grow many times faster than normal in carefully controlled greenhouse environments, thus allowing the company to help repopulate different areas with native trees

-Trees for wetland and riparian restoration

-Army corps is main client
-Grasses for industrial scale wetland restoration

New Dryden project

The IDA also considered other companies for incentives Friday, including RPM Ecosystems, a Missouri-based grower of native trees, shrubs and grasses that is looking to build a facility in Dryden. 

Marvin and P.J. Marshall, representing RPM, said they are looking to build a facility at 2150 Dryden Road that uses the RPM, or Root Production Method technology. The patent-pending technology, according to Marvin Marshall, allows hardwood trees to grow many times faster than normal in carefully controlled greenhouse environments, thus allowing the company to help repopulate different areas with native trees. 

According to RPM's application for incentives, the company would like help building 20 greenhouses. Other components of the expansion would include a pumphouse, an office possibly including an education center, storage units and employee housing, for on-site management of the greenhouses. Eventually, according to the Marshalls, they'd like to have a total of 40 greenhouses operational in Dryden. 

The $8 million project would be a phased effort, with the production facility portion completed by the end of 2006, the application reads. 

RPM is asking for about $294,186 worth of county, city and school property tax abatements. They're also asking for about $210,375 worth of sales tax abatement, and $11,375 of mortgage recording tax breaks. 

About $5 million of the total project would be financed through a commercial lender, according to the application.

http://www.theithacajournal.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060617/NEWS01/606170327/1002

	Tree farm has plans for Dryden
By Jennie Daley 
DRYDEN - The technology is in the tap root. 

By figuring out how to reduce the amount of energy that plants, and particularly hardwood trees, put into developing their large, stabilizing tap root, RPM Ecosystems has managed to build a company large enough that it's looking to expand from Missouri to Dryden. 

Currently in the midst of negotiations for land and tax abatements, company co-owners Marvin and P.J. Marshall said they expect all the pieces to fall into place so that they'll be operational by the end of the year. 

That operation, which uses what they call the Root Production Method — thus RPM — will cost an estimated $8 million and will include an initial 20 greenhouses to accommodate the numerous trees and plants they plan to cultivate. Marvin Marshall said one greenhouse will be able to produce about 25,000 seedlings per year. 

Those seedlings are intended to be used for repopulating areas with native tree species. The Marshalls said the seedlings are excellent for rehabilitating areas affected by flood or eroding stream banks. They are also popular for government projects and with groups working on reforestation efforts. 

The 155-acre property they're looking to buy is next door to Willow Glen Cemetery on Route 13 in Dryden. The plans are to put about half of that land, 72 acres, into production, leaving the other half in its natural state. 

One of the advantages of this property is that Virgil Creek slices through a section of it and, based on New York state law, the company gains rights to use the land at the edge of the creek. 

According to a permit approved by the state Department of Environmental Conservation, RPM will be drawing about 1 million gallons of water per day from the creek for irrigation purposes. 

In comparison, the Town of Ithaca draws about 3 million gallons of water from Six Mile Creek each day to provide drinking water to residents. 

Anecdotal evidence collected by the United State Geological Survey shows that Virgil Creek can flow in a range from six million to 82 million gallons per day. 

While the DEC has no jurisdiction over water withdrawals from the Cayuga Lake watershed, which Virgil Creek is a part of, they said they will look into the project to insure there will not be too much habitat disturbance. 

“It's interesting because it puts the responsibility on us” to make sure the project is environmentally sound, said Diane Carlton, a DEC spokesperson, “but we have to link it to habitat or damage to fish.” 

To address concerns about potential impacts on aquatic life, RPM Ecosystems had their intake system designed by John Homa, president of the Lansing-based Ichthyological Associates Inc. Homa said his goal was to minimize velocity at the intake and keep the openings small so significant amounts of aquatic life would not be taken from the creek. 

The water will be pumped out at an average rate of 1.5 gallons per second, according to the permit, and then fed into a retaining pond with a four-acre surface area from which irrigation water will be drawn. 

The RPM technology works best with native seeds and so the company's goal is to use seeds collected from with 300 miles of where they will eventually be planted. Already, seeds have been selected from the New York region and are being grown in Missouri. Those will be moved to the Dryden location and shipped of to wholesale customers from there. 

The seeds are placed in small pots and refrigerated until the timing is right for them to sprout. Once they are several weeks old, they are transplanted to open-bottomed containers. As the tap root on the young sapling grows, it hits open air once it has pushed through a couple inches of soil. The air dries out the end of the tap root, ending its growth. RPM calls this process “air pruning.” 

The energy that would normally be directed into establishing the hearty tap root then gets directed laterally, creating a larger network of roots and encouraging the plants' above-ground growth. 

After about three months in the greenhouse, the trees are moved into larger containers and put in an irrigated area outside to acclimate before being shipped to buyers. 

The trees' substantial root system, according to the Marshalls, eventually leads to plants fruiting two to three years earlier than traditionally grown saplings and a generally accelerated growth. The first trees grown with this technology are now about 20 years old and are the size of 60-year-old trees. 

“Regular hardwoods have a 10 percent survivability in stressful conditions,” Marvin Marshall said. “Our trees have a 90 percent survivability.” 

The Marshalls said they expect to hire 40 to 50 people to run the operation eventually. They hope some of those employees will be hired through Challenge Industries, a local company that helps people with special needs find and keep jobs. 

To pull of all this together, the Marshalls are seeking tax abatements from the Tompkins County Industrial Development Agency. 

The project would be a phased effort, the earliest part completed this year. Eventual plans would include another 20 greenhouses and research and outreach efforts. 

RPM is asking for about $294,186 worth of county, city and school property tax abatements. They're also asking for about $210,375 worth of sales tax abatement, and $11,375 of mortgage recording tax breaks. 

About $5 million of the total project would be financed through a commercial lender, according to the application. 

The next step for RPM is having the IDA look at the proposal at its July 16th meeting. The earliest that approval could be granted, according to the IDA, would be at the Aug. 4 meeting.


http://www.theithacajournal.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060708/NEWS01/607080328/1002

Small scale guiding of hunting and fishing

Ecotourism
Connecticut Hill Wildlife Management Area - http://www.dec.state.ny.us/website/dfwmr/wma/connhill.htm
Ithaca Eco-Hostel - http://ithacaecohostel.blogspot.com/2005/10/framing-vision.html
