
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OSCAR WILDE 
(Dublin, 16-10-1854) 

(Paris 30-11-1900) 

Father 
surgeon 

Mother 
poetess - journalist  

Wealthy Protestant minority 
Dublin 

Trinity College 
(Dublin) 

Magdalene College 
(Oxford) 

First-class 
in 

Literae Humaniores 

Classics 

John Ruskin's lectures 

Walter Pater's favourite disciple 

London 
(1879) 

The USA 
(1882) 

Marriage 
Constance Lloyd 

1884 

Two sons 

works 

The Happy Prince and Other Tales 
(fairy tales) 

1888 

The Picture of Dorian Gray 

Lord Arthur Savile's Crime and Other stories 
1891 

Wilde's aesthetic creed 

The Soul of Man Under Socialism 

ideas 

William Morris 
painter 

George Bernard Shaw 
dramatist 

Tragedies 

Witty 
brilliant 

in the Sheridan tradition The Importance of Being Earnest 
1895 

Comedies 

An Ideal Husband 
1895 A Woman of No Importance 

1893 

Salomé 
1893 

(French) 

Lady Windermere's Fan 
1892 

The Duchess of Padua 
(blank verse) 

Play licencer 
no permission 

Sarah Bernhardt Libretto 
R. Strauss's 

opera 

Lord Alfred Douglas “Bosie” 
Wilde 

homosexual relationship  Marquis of Queensberr 
(Bosie's father) 

accusation 
Two years' hard labour 

(Reading prison) 

Life on the continent Sebastian Melmoth 
(new name) 

Sebastian  
Christian martyr 

Melmoth 
the wanderer 

Symbol 
defeated human aspirations  

to 
perfection 

De profundis (1897) 
confession letter 

to 
Bosie 

The Ballad of Reading Gaol 
1898 
poem 

Sympathy with outcasts 

works 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Joris-Karl Huysmans 
(1848-1907) 

A Rebours 

Novel 
No plot 

Young Parisien One character 

Nineteenth century 

Life full 
Psychological study 

Passions  Modes of thought 

of 

past centuries 

Style 

vivid 
technical expressions 

archaisms 

Elaborate 
paraphrases 

jewelled 

argot 

French School  
of 

Symbolistes 

The Aesthetes' idea of art 

No didactic 
Art for art's sake 

Contrast 
art-life  

Superiority 
of 
art Truth  

Formal values=Artistic values 

Morality 

Elusive abstractions 

Beauty 
as 

pure form 
Cult of beauty 

Only reality 

Supreme aim 

The only real values 

Value of a work of art 

Form  

Artist 

Receptive  
to 

beauty 

 duty 

To perfect sensations, impressions 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Picture of Dorian Gray 

The Myth of Faust 

Honoré de Balzac 
Peau de Chagrin 

 
Edgar Allan Poe 

Oval Portrait 

The motive 
of 

the Doppelgänger 
Triumph of art over life 

Impossibility 
of 

a  life 

pursuing 

sensual intellectual 

delight 

No acceptance 
of 

Moral responsability 

comment 

severe unconscious 

his 
theory of life 

Short stories 

Deep humanity 

The Ballad of Reading gaol 

Sense 

frustration hopelessness 

jail 

Sympathy  

with 

outcasts 

Comedies 

Scintillating dialogues Humorous situations 

Entertainment 

Satire 

Hypocrisy Commonplaces 

Moralism 

Suffering 

imprisonment 


