Family and Kin (Social Organization)

Today in Canada, the sizes of families are changing and differing from the way they were a couple generations ago. 

Lone parent families- 15%

Married couples without children- 29%

Married couples with children- 45%

Common Law couples with children- 6%

Common Law couples without children- 6%

Married couple families are the majority of families in Canada. 

There are married couples, and common law couples. 

The biggest portion of married couples was in Newfoundland at 78%

Between 1986 and 1996 there was a 33% increase in the number of lone parents. 

Over the last two decades, families in Canada have become more diverse because of increases in separation, divorce, remarriage, lone parent families and common-law unions. 

Today in Canada, the children have less brothers and sisters than there parents had. 

Most children in Canada today are an only child or only have one brother or sister. 

In the mid 1900's 20% of the children in Canada lived with at least five brothers or sisters. In 1991 it dropped to only 1%.

In Canada, 43% of families with children at home had one child, 18% of the 5.3 million families with children at home had two children and 39% had three or more children. 

Also the children in Canada toady have parents that are older. Women at the age of 30 and older accounted for 14% of live births in 1983. In 1999 the percentage raised to 32%. The near same goes for men. 32% of men were fathers of the babies from first-time moms in 1983. In 1999 that percentage raised to 51%. Today, many people are leaving their homes when they are older and older. 
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