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Cmap reflections


The creation of my concept map represents the culmination of many, many hours of work over the course of the term. The extensive detail of my map would not have been possible if I had created it as a summative assignment only. 

My map started off as a single map. I quickly realized that one map would prove to be very chaotic as the course progressed. As someone who appreciates the attempt to organize complex ideas, I decided to impose an organizational framework with which to compare the theories. I then created many detailed smaller maps that followed the same “points of comparison” framework (assumptions about elements of learning and implications for research, teachers, students, and technology).  I then embedded the smaller maps in a hierarchal fashion and linked then all to one “home map”. I recognize that the categorization of many of the theories is arbitrary. However, I found it useful to attempt some categorization for the sake of clarity. One of the costs of clarity is the loss of some interconnections. To compensate for the loss of interconnections, I linked certain nodes to other relevant maps.

At first, I took notes from the readings directly on to the Cmap and then tried to organize them into the framework. This proved very difficult. After this, I decided to start with the framework and then, after completing the readings, I filled in the framework.

Finally, I decided to add a relevant image to each map. Although this distracts the viewer somewhat, the images provide iconic representations to a semantic-heavy map.

The result is a map with extensive detail and consist comparison points for each theory.  My series of maps could replace conventional course notes.

