Assignment week 2                                                                                              Gary Jackson

Definition paragraph                                                                                          Composition 2

01/31/11

ROAD RAGE

If you have ever been angry enough with another driver to swear out loud and give them the finger, then you have just experienced road rage.  According to the Merriam-Webster dictionary road rage is “a motorist's uncontrolled anger that is usually provoked by another motorist's irritating act and is expressed in aggressive or violent behaviour.” This word was coined in the late 1980’s from journalists in California during a rash of shootings and since has not only been accepted into dictionaries, but also into courtrooms as a mental disorder defence for the sometimes violent actions of motorists who suffer from this behaviour.  Many courts send the offenders to anger management classes as part of their sentence for assault and battery or vehicular manslaughter, when someone uses their vehicle to kill.  Since then, there has been a decrease in the number of road rage incidents and could possibly be the result of either people dealing with stress better, or the effect of it not being as newsworthy.  So remember that although it may be normal to become angry on the road, when you act out on that anger, it becomes road rage.

