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The Sage, by Robert Apold.

This book report has been prepared for the Composition Two class, which Professor Marisol Barraza M.Sc. facilitates. This soft cover adventure story is titled “The Sage” and was written by Robert Apold. The Sage contains two hundred sixteen pages published by Pro Quill Ink of Panama City in 2005. The book was also translated and published in Spanish as El Sage. The author was stationed in Fort Clayton with the US Army and continues to live in Panama with his Panamanian wife some thirty years later. I chose this particular book because of its Panamanian origins and also in view of the fact that I met the author when he came to Boquete to promote the book. Sage is the name of the boat, originally Ocean Ranger, in the story and is an acronym for South American Gold Expedition. 

The story is centred around two characters. Red Marlo, an old seasoned merchant marine that thought up and planned the scheme. As Red did not have the means to fund and fulfill the treasure hunt alone, he teams up with Eddie Jones. Eddie owns the boat needed to travel down to Panama and use as a base while they carry out their mission. Eddie takes charge of the logistics and the well being of the crew while Red oversees the ground operations with his jungle skills and knowledge of the history of the lost treasure. Red and Eddie keep the crew in line and when the plan starts to fall apart, they step up to the plate and guide the crew through an alternate plan to salvage the mission. 

A crew of six, with each one hired for their individual ability necessary to complete the undertaking, and the $6000 investment, support the story. Angie Henderson brings cooking and nursing skills to the crew. Angie’s husband, Al, accompanies the crew with his strength and sailing skills. Carlos Peñon, who grew up in the Canal Zone, joins the group for his knowledge of the area and his fluent Spanish. Easy-going Mack Smialigo, a retired Navy seaman, was brought along as a first-rate engineer to keep the Sage running. Eddie Jones’ twelve year-old son, John Paul, came along for the adventure because school was out for the summer. Finally, Eric Riga, a compulsive gambler, rounds of the cast to be the bad guy in the story.

The Sage is an adventure story that takes place in Panama in modern times in which the crew of the ship Sage cruises down to Panama to hunt for a lost shipment of gold and silver along the old Las Cruces Trail. Pirates, who were then in turn ambushed by Indians, stole the gold and silver from the Spaniards. The Indians had no desire for the precious metals and left them behind to coalesce into the jungle.  The crew hunts along the trail and discovers the gold and silver in record time, spend some time getting it to the Sage, and then find themselves in a position where they have to decide just how far they will go to keep the treasure a secret. The crew draws straws to see who will kill the police officer that stumbled onto their presence on the trail red handed. The crew then move their plan to a faster pace by entering the Panama Canal and faking engine trouble in order to moor near the trail and load it quicker. The crew finally gets all the booty on their boat only to lose most of it in an accident in Gatun Lake when the Sage is struck by another vessel and sinks. The crew scrambles to find another way out of Panama with what little they have only to find themselves in another bind with the law and once again, need to take serious actions to escape into Costa Rica.

I look back at this book with mixed feelings about the story and how it was written. When I heard the author personally describe the book at the Tuesday morning (gringo) meeting in Boquete two years ago, I thought “what a great story idea?” Lost treasure on the Las Cruces Trail seemed plausible to me as I remembered imagining myself with a metal detector on the trail at that time searching for something that fell off the mule train. However, as I read the book, the style of writing was not to my liking. The part that disappointed me the most was how the author made some parts just too unbelievable. For example, the author has the only woman, Angie, in he story losing her husband in an explosion, and twelve hours later she is  “ hurrying to put on her bikini and run to the beach with delight. ”I believe he did not think through that sequence enough and maybe, in my opinion, should have had her mourning at that time. The author also lacked descriptive creativity and used simple language, which left me with the impression that he was in a hurry to finish the story. On the other hand, as I forced myself to finish the book, I thought that the book would be great for the students in the English career because it was easy to understand and follow. In conclusion, while The Sage left me dissatisfied for the quality of writing, I did however, find that it could be entertaining and constructive for my fellow learners.  

