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EXPLORING A MEDICAL CAREER QUESTIONNAIRE
Instructions:  Answer the questions in complete sentences using the text Exploring a Medical Career to answer.

1. What things should you consider about your personality to know if the medical career is for you?
Well, in order to know if you are material for a medical career, you must first consider these things:

· If you care deeply about other people and their problems.

· If you enjoy helping other people.

· If you enjoy learning and gaining new understanding.

· If you are interested in how the human body functions.

If you answered “yes”, then the medical career is for you.

2. What does it take to become a physician?

It requires a serious educational commitment to become a doctor, since it takes from 11 to 16 years to complete it. Doctors are also required to keep themselves updated with advancements in their chosen field.

3. What are the characteristics of the medical career?

It’s a career that requires professionals who love to care for people, especially those who are in great need. There is a wide variety of opportunities for all those who are part of a medical career in hospitals, clinics, offices, and even homeless shelters and schools.

4. What is the main job of a physician?

The main job of a physician is the welfare of those whom are in charge of. At least one third of the physicians are primary care doctors, while the rest are specialists.

5. What is the difference between a primary care physician and a specialist physician?

They are different because, while the primary care doctors are trained to provide a wide range of services that children and adults need, specialists are focused on treating a particular system or part of the body and are required when further treatment for the patient is needed.

6. What else besides caring for people`s health can physicians do?

Physicians can do, besides treating other people, many other things. They do research in order to develop new treatments for many diseases, including cancer, genetic disorders, and AIDS. They can also teach medical students, and work as part of medical maintenance organizations, pharmaceutical companies, medical device manufacturers, among others because people with medical skills are in demand everywhere.

7. What are some of the rewards of being a physician?

One of the most well known rewards of being a physician is their salary because it is one of the highest, comparable to executives in other occupations.

8. What is the average salary for physicians in the US and what does that salary depend on?

The average salary for a physician in USA is about $160,000 a year, but it can vary depending on where physicians live and what kind of medical specialty they practice.

9. How many hours may physicians work a week?

A physician, in most cases, work more than 60 hours a week. They may also have to respond to emergencies and be on call for their patients.

10. Why is medical school a challenge?

Medical school is a challenge since for attending it, it requires the student to be committed to learning. 

11. Describe the medical school in the US.
Medical school can be described in the following way:

· Two years of studying the basic sciences (anatomy, biochemistry, physiology, among others).

· The next year, the student will go to clinics and hospitals to observe and work with experienced doctors and begin to learn how to treat the patients. It is also a time for exploring the career paths within medicine.

· The final years are spent continuing the contact with patients and doctors, while taking elective courses.

· Then, you’ll have to spend from 3 to 7 years in a residency.

12. Why is Medical School tough?

Medical school is tough because it is demanded a lot from the students in order to prepare qualified professionals.
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