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I. Introduction

Translation is a time consuming profession that requires the translator to transfer the meaning of a text from a source language into a target one.  As time goes by, translation becomes more and more popular and demanding, such a growth has resulted in the requirement of the use of many different tools to facilitate the translation process. Nowadays, one of the most useful resources used by professional translators is technology, which offers translators a wide variety of tools to make translation tasks faster and efficient; as a matter of fact, translation has become more and more dependent on technology. Emily Lemon (2008) stated that “Word processors, spreadsheets, databases, and the World Wide Web offer assistance in ways that could not have been imagined by translators of years past”. Currently, the most useful and important technological tools used by professional translators are word processors because they allow translators to work much faster and neatly. That is why this paper will discuss the benefits of word processing and the advantages of online word processing which is a new technology that may change the way translators use word processors nowadays.


In order to provide professional translators with useful information about traditional and online word processing, this monograph has been divided into different chapters. The first chapter deals with the definition of important terminology such as word processing, word processors, and online word processing. The second chapter has been devoted to the description of important trends in the history of word processing. The third chapter describes the advantages of traditional word processing and chapter four deals with the benefits of online word processing. Chapter number six will describe the phases of word processing. Finally, chapter seven describes the major features of the most popular used traditional and online word processors.

This term paper is based on online information gathered from fifteen different websites such as journals, online encyclopedias, reviews, and articles.  Among these sources are:  ABCpedia Word Processing (2005-2006),   Battle J. with the article “Wang WP History”, Blank C.  who wrote the online article “What Is Meant by WYSIWYG”, Hammer, E. with “The Evolution of the Word Processor”, Mecomber R. with “Basic Word Processing Activities” , Queen, J. discusses “What Is Online Word Processing?”, “Word Processors Review” written by Ridling, Z., and finally “Word Processor” from digital encyclopedia Wikipedia. As stated previously, translation and technology are intrinsically linked, and such relationship can be observed in the growing demand of word processors to perform professional work in this field.  Since word processors are one of the most helpful electronic resources used in translation, it is important for professionals of this area to know relevant aspects related to this kind of technological tool. Thus, the purpose of this monograph is to demonstrate the usefulness and general characteristics of traditional and online word processing in the area of translation.
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