Table Summarising Entamoeba histolytica infections
	Definitive host
	Intermediate host
	Zoonotic
	Route of infection
	Pathological

effects
	Signs  and symptoms
	Diagnosis

	Dogs

Cats

Humans
	Excretion of cysts in humans only –

Thus humans are the ultimate carrier!!


	YES
	Feco-oral route.

Ingestion of faecally contaminated food and water

Direct contact with dirty hands and houseflies


	If it penetrates the gastrointestinal tract there will be resultant acute peritonitis - fatal


	Amoebiasis is the term given to infection with the Entamoeba histolytica.
Amoebic dysentery

Diarrhea, with blood and mucus

Weight loss, colic, dehydration, loss appetite

Various forms include

Asymptomatic

Intermittent or mild G.I.T upset(most common)

Severe gastrointestinal upset


	Diagnosis is based upin the clinical signs and demonstrating the parasite in the feces under microscopic examination.




