Demodicosis

Definition: Demodex mites are microscopic normal inhabitants of dog skin. In a healthy animal, the mites

are few in number and do not cause skin problems. In some cases though, the mites can take over,

leading to a condition commonly called "mange" or demodicosis. Demodex in the dog is a common
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The first step is to gently scrape the surface of the skin with a scalpel blade. This will yield skin, hair,
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dander and sometimes the mites if they are present.



http://www.petmd.com/dog/conditions/skin/c_multi_Demodicosis
http://www.petmd.com/dog/conditions/skin/c_multi_Demodicosis
http://www.lbah.com/sarcoptic_mange.htm
http://www.lbah.com/sarcoptic_mange.htm
http://www.lbah.com/canine/demodex.htm
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Treatment: Treatment options vary widely based on the severity of the case and preferred protocols. For
some cases, a medicated shampoo and "watch and wait" approach, and for others, a battery of
treatments is required to bring the mite population and skin infection under control.



http://www.lbah.com/Feline/ringworm.htm

Mild/localized cases: Shave affected areas. Wash skin with a benzoyl peroxide shampoo to help "flush"
out the hair follicles and keep secondary bacterial infections under control.

And "old time" treatment for localized demodicosis is a product called Goodwinol ointment, which
contains rotenone, an insecticide. The efficacy (usefulness) of this treatment is a topic of debate.
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