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Antihistamines

Antagonists that selectively block specific histamine receptors have been developed. H1 antagonists block the actions
of histamine responsible for increased capillary permeability and wheal and edema formation. H4 antihistamines may be

useful in the treatment of the immediate hypersensitivity reactions such as anaphylaxis by blocking bronchoconstriction
and vasodilation. Hy antagonists may be less effective in the treatment of inflammatory diseases and allergic reactions

such as atopy, primarily because mediators other than histamine play important roles in such conditions. Hy (now
classified as inverse agonists of the Hy receptor, such as cimetidine and ranitidine) antagonists are routinely used to
block the gastric secretory effects of histamine and have limited anti-inflammatory effects.

Last full review/revision March 2012 by Pierre-Louis Toutain, DVM, PhD, DECVPT

Audio  Figures Photographs  Sidebars Tables Videos

Copyright © 2010-2013 Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp., a subsidiary of Merck & Co., Inc., Whitehouse Station, N.J., U.S.A. Privacy = Terms of Use
Permissions

www.merckmanuals.com/vet/pharmacolog y/anti-inflammatory agents/antihistamines.html 7


http://www.merckmanuals.com/
http://www.merckmanuals.com/vet/index.html
http://www.merckmanuals.com/vet/pharmacology.html
http://www.merckmanuals.com/vet/pharmacology/anti-inflammatory_agents/overview_of_anti-inflammatory_agents.html
http://www.merckmanuals.com/copyright.html
http://www.merckmanuals.com/privacy.html
http://www.merckmanuals.com/termsofuse.html
http://www.merckmanuals.com/permissions.html

