Nursing Concerns

When administering CRIs, drugs that are incompatible should not be given through the same fluid line and intravenous catheter. Patients that are hospitalized and on intravenous fluids should be monitored for signs of fluid overload, including nasal discharge and changes in lung sounds. Good nursing care also includes monitoring temperature, pulse, respiration, and blood pressure. It is possible for cats to become hyperthermic from µ-opioids (e.g., morphine, hydromorphone, fentanyl). Other signs to watch for in patients on a CRI include bradycardia and respiratory depression, although these signs are not expected at the doses used, and excessive sedation and dysphoria. These signs may indicate a need to decrease the amount of medication delivered.
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