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Based on your classroom observations or teaching/tutoring experiences, consider the probable classroom management consequences of including each of the following in your classroom or curriculum:

An aquarium:

If I had the opportunity to have an aquarium in my classroom, I would be concerned that students might hurt themselves or the animals by placing their hands or other objects in the aquarium.  Depending on which grade the class is, I could assign jobs to the class, such as for a feeding schedule.  However, these rules would need to be strictly followed to assure that the fish or other aquarium animals are not fed to much or too little food.  I would also be concerned for the students’ health if they put their hands into the aquarium, did not wash their hands, and then ingested some of the chemicals.
Small mammals in cages:

This situation would be similar to having an aquarium in the classroom.  Students would need to know and follow feeding rules, and be aware of the consequences of picking up the mammals.  If the mammal is one which students could be allowed to hold, I would need to teach them the safe way to hold the animal to be sure that neither they nor the mammal would get hurt.  
Reptiles in cages:


In addition to handling and feeding procedures, I would also need to be aware of the reptiles’ environment.  Many reptiles need heat lamps or bulbs in order to stay warm enough.  I would need to be sure to teach this, as well as other aspects of reptile life, to the class, so they can help me be sure that the reptile has an appropriate environment.  I also may even need to arrange the classroom so that the cages are not too close to the windows so that they do not get too cold during the winter.  
Insects in cages:


Having insects in cages would be different than having an aquarium, small mammals, or reptiles.  It would be a more of a problem if 50 ants escaped their cages than if, say, a guinea pig escaped.  Therefore, I would need to teach the students to be extremely careful with the insect cages.  I would also need to be sure to plan a procedure in the case that the insects do escape.  The students would need to know how to handle such a situation in advance, so they are prepared.
Rock, mineral, or shell collections on science tables or in learning centers:


The purpose of having rock, mineral, or shell collections available is so students are able to discover things about them in a hands-on way.  Students, then, would be able to handle these materials.  I would need to be sure to teach the proper way to learn about them.  For example, students will need to know that the rocks are to be kept at the learning center, and are not for throwing.  I think that students would respond well to having these hands-on materials available and would be able to follow these rules.
Taking a nature walk along a stream or pond in a city park:


Like other field trips, I would need to set up a system so all of the students would be accounted for at all times.  For example, I could use a buddy system.  Students would also need to be taught that they must leave any “nature” where they found it.  They need to be able to look and touch, but also understand that they cannot bring anything back to the classroom.  Since there is a stream or pond, I would also have to make specify that they need to stay away from the water, and that no body parts are allowed to go in the water.
Taking a field trip to a hands-on science museum:


A science museum would be a great learning experience for a class.  However, students would need to follow all of the museum’s rules regarding how to use their materials for learning properly.  I would also need to implement a system in order to keep track of all of the students.  Children are easily distracted in such exciting places, so it would also be helpful to have some chaperones, as well as perhaps a buddy system.  We would also review what is and is not respectful behavior in order that students are inclined to listen to any of the museum instructors.
Create a poster of “do’s and don’ts” that identifies appropriate classroom behavior and could be used at the beginning of the year to prepare children for a curriculum that includes experiences with all of the above.  Be sure to give special attention to taking the class on field trips.

Science Activities Rules
Do’s:
· Unless you have permission, animals must always stay in their homes

· Stay with the class
· Listen to the instructors/chaperones
· Follow all directions

· Use all equipment for their proper use

· Be respectful to all animals, plants, property, and humans
Don’ts:
· Do not open any cages

· Do not tap on the glass of any animals’ home

· Do not touch, pick up, or feed any animals without permission

· Do not litter
