Martin Luther King

Doctor Martin Luther King Jr. was an important civil rights leader. He was born on 15th January 1929, in Atlanta, Georgia. He was a minister, his father was a minister and his mother was a teacher. He was an excellent student and went to university when he was only 15 years old! Doctor King  was the leader of the Montgomery Bus Boycott in 1955 and many other protests. He was arrested more then 20 times and once his house was bombed. In 1963, he organised a march for jobs and freedom in Washington D.C. where he gave his very famous "I Have a Dream" speech. "I have a dream that my four little children will one day live will one day live in a nation where they will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the colour of their skin. I have a dream today! I have a dream that ... one day  right there in Alabama little clack boys and black girls will be able to join hands whit little white boys and white girls as siter and brothers. I have a dream today!
In 1964, he won the Nobel Peace Prize. Doctor King was assassinated on 4th April 1968, in Menphis, Tennessee.

I have a dream

He was a charismatic and inspiring speaker. From an early age he told people how men are all created equal, black or white, and we should have the same human rights.

In the 1950s and 60s there was segregation in the US. Afro-Americans could not eat at the same table as white people, go to the same schools or sit on the same buses. Integration was slow, so Martin Luther King organised non-violent marches and protests.

In 1963 at a civil rights march on Washington DC, he made his famous speech "I have a Dream".

In 1964 he won the Nobel Peace Prize for his courageous work. That year racial discrimination became illegal. Martin Luther King was a powerful leader but some people hated him. He Knew this, but he continued with his mission.

In 1968 James Earl Ray assassinated king in Memphis, Tennessee. Martin Luther King was only 39 and he is buried at the King Centre in Atlanta. Americans celebrate Martin Luther King Day every year on the third Monday in January. 

Martin Luther King was a man with a dream.
Barack Obama
Martin Luther King Jr had a dream for America and on 20th January 2009 this dream came true. Barack Obama became the first African-American US President with a victory over the Republican candidate Senator John McCain. Millions of people remembered the words of Martin Luther King as Obama stood on the podium and accepted one of the most important positions in the world. Many people thought that Obama's election speech "All Things are Possible"  was like King/'s speeches. There are similarities, but there are also differences between the two men. Mr King watched his father speaking to the people in his  Baptist church for many years. He grew up with the religious culture of the deep South. Mr Obama grew up in Hawaii and in the son of a white mother from Kansas and a black father from Kenya. Mr Obama got his experience working on the south side of Chicago, where there is a large ethnic population.

Martin Luther King's dream is now a reality, but the real success in the change in the USA and  Barack Obama is a symbol of this change.
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