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From L.T. Sprat, The History of the Royal Society of London, for the Improving of Natural Knowledge, London, 1734
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Senfes, from whenceit wasatfirf

frandings. Bur now they are geserally chang'd vo worfe
Ufes; they make the Fancy difgaft the beft Things, if
they come found and unadorn'd ; they are in open De-
fiance againft Reafon; profefling not to hold much
Correfpondence with that; but with its Slaves, the
Paffions; they give the Mind a Motion too change-
able and bewitching, to confift with right Prattice.
Who can behold, without Indignation, how ‘many
Mifts and Uncertaintics, thefe fpecious Tropes and Fi-

ures have brought on our Knowledge ?: How man

Rewards, which are due to more profitable and .mﬁ):
cult Arts, have been fill fhatch’d away by the cafy
Vanity of fime Speaksmg ! For now lam warm'd with
this juft Anger, 1 cannot with-hold ‘my felf, from be-
trayingthe Shallownefs of allthele feeming Myfteries ;
upon which, we /#riters, and Speakers, look fo big.
And in few Words, [ dare fay, that of all the ‘Stu-
dies of Men, nothing may be fooner obtain’d, than
this vicious Abundance of Phrafe;this Trick of Meta-
phors, this Volubility of Tomgwe, which makes (o great
a Noife inthe World.  But | fpend Words in Vains
forthe Evil is now fo invetcrate, that ivishard ro know

blc about them; every one lhifting off the Fault from
himflf to others; and fo they

It will fuffice my
prefent Purpofe, to point out, what has been donc
by the Royal Society, towards the correiting of its
Excefles in watural Philofophy 5 to which it is, of
all others, a moft profeft Encmy.

They have therefore been more rigorous in put-
ting in Exccution the only Remedy, that can be found
for this Extravagance ; and that has been a conftant
Refolution, to rejet all the Amplifications, Digrefli-
ons, and Swellings of Style; to return back to the
primitive Purity and Shortne(s, when Men deliver'd
fo many Things, almoft in an equal Number of
Words. They have exalted from all their Members,
a clofe, naked, natural way of Speaking; pofitive Ex-
preflions, clear Senfes ; anative Eafinefs; bringing all
Thingsasncar the mathematical Plainnefsas they can ;

and Merchants, before that of Wits, or Scholars,
And here, there is one Thing not to be pafs'd by s

which will render this eftablifh’'d Cuftom of the So-

ciety well nigh everlafting ; and that is the gencral

Page 112 of 438



https://archive.org/details/thehistoryofroya00spraiala/page/n7

